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DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 


As the below named inventof(s), lAve declare that: 

This declaration is directed lo; 

□ The attached application, or 

13 /O^pHcaiion No. 09/987,976 

as amcndad on 


filed on November 6> 200V 
(if appHc3ble)i 


!/we believe that I/we am/are me original and first inventor{5) of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
which a palent is sought; 

1/ we have reviewed and undei^sEand the contents of the above-identified application, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment specificany referred lo above; 

l/wc acknowledge ihc duly lo disclo-c to the United States P&lent end Tr&demarK Office all information Known 
xo mcr/u3 to be maierJal to patenlabfrFty as defined m 37 CFR 1.56, including motcrioi information which 
became avaiiabie betwean the filing dste of ehe prior application and the National or PCT IntcrnotjonaJ filing 
dato of th© continuation-in-part Qpplication, if 53pplic3blo;,and 

All Statements made herein of my/own knowledge are true, all statements made herein on information and 
belief are believed to be true, and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that wjJlfui 
false statemerrts and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 


PULL NAME OP CMVCNTOR(S) 
fnv^inlorone: J- Donald Hill 


Citizen of; 


Inventor two: G eoff BriggS 
Signature: 


Citizen of; 


Dnited States 


Inventor three: Micfca^l Sims 


Signature: 


CUizen of: 


United States 


Inventor four: CzmtTon Dale Hinman 


Signature; 


Citizen of: 


L. □ Additi onal inventors are being named on additionai foiTn (s) attached hereto ' 


wpcft ift^ f^u^a^ o1 m« lAdJvMw*! ^aot^. A/^y co^m^ni^ on tfto ar^u^t u^o you zxro u> complete ^TS^Tb. .Jnt tTxZV^lff 
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PTO/39/81 tOZ-QI) 
Approved Top use Ihrou^h 10/31^2002, Dm6 0&51-0035 
U.S. Pa<em and Tradema/Jt Office; VS. OEPARTMEMT OF COMMERCE 


POWER OF ATTORNEY OR 
AUTHORIZATION OF AGENT 

AopHcortlon Mumber 

09/987^76 


N«r»'csnbcr 6, 2001 

First Hamed firventor 

J, Donald Hill etaL 

Tl«« 

Automatic Suture Pijtation,,. 

Gfoup An ynit 

3738 


To be assingcd 

Attorney Docket Number 



i hereby appoint: 

0 Practitioners a\ Customer Number 


OR 


j I fir actltionerCs) named below: 


24735 


as my/our atorney{s) or 3gent(s) to prosecute tne application wentmed aDove. ana to transact an 
business in ihe Uni!ecJ Slates Paient ana TratJemarit Otfice connected therewiin. 


Pfease chsnse Ihe correspondence address for the above-identified application to: 
pn The above-mentioned Cusiomer Number, 
OR 

[~] Practiiloners at Customer Number 


OR 


Pioce Customer 
Number Bsr Cod& 
L3Dei here 


□ 


Firm 0f 

\nxlxsn6ua\ Name 


Address 


State 


CounUy 


Telephone 


Fax 


I an) the; 

Applicartt/l n veniof . 

[ J Assignee of mcord of thu ©ntire jntereat. See 37 CFR 3.71. 

St^ti^rncinf under 37 CP/? 3,73 (b) h enclosed. (Porm PT0/S3J9S)- 


SIGNATURE of Applicant or Assignee of Record 


Name 


J. Donald HiU 


note: Srgnaiures or an me f nventors or ass^nees of record or me entire interest or a>ejr represervtaovete) are required, Subm/t mullipje 
forme; if more than ono aignattjfe it required, see below*. 


H Tola! Of. 


.forms are sufamifled. 
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DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 


As the below named inventor(s}, !/we <3edare that: 

This decisration is directed to: 

□ The attached appHcatton, or 

0 Application No. 92SSL225_ 

□ as amended on 


filed on_N^qvOTber_6,jyHy _ . 

applicable): 


l/we beUfeve that I/we am/are the original and Hrst inventor{s) of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
which a patent is sought; 

\i we have reviewed and understand the contents of the afaove-identified application, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment specifjcaiiy referred lo above; 

irwe acknowledge the dut/ to dijc/ose to the Unhed States Pateni and Tradomark OfHce all information known 
to nne/u3 to be maleria! to patentsbimy as defined tn 37 CFR 1.56, inc/uding material information which 
beca/na available between the fding dale of the prior application and the National or PCT International fa,nQ 
date of the connnualion-in-part application, if applicable; and 

Alt siate^enu made nercm of my/own knowledge are true, ^ill statements made herein on information and 
behef are bei.eved to be true, and further that these statements were made with Ihe knowledge thai willful 
faisa statements and the like are punishable by fine or innprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C 1001 and may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 


FULL MAME OF INVENTOR(S) 
inventor one: -' ^>on aid Hill 


Signature: 


Citizen of: 


United States 


Inventor two: 


Signature: 


Geoff Briogs 


Citizen of: 


UoUed States 



tnventor four: 


Signature: 


Citizen of; 


Uoited Starts 


D Add^tfofiai tnygntors are being rtamgd op 


_addjibfi3l formes) attached heceio. 
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PTO/SB/61 {22*01) 
App/o^Cd (Of Msc Ihreuyh 10^21/2002 0M8 O05T.Q0J5 
U S P?iem irtO Triotmifi^ 0?fice; U S DEPARTMENT Of= COMMERCE 
U/>def ihe Paperwork R^iiucifon Aci o' 1395 no pofttfn* Jif« r^<juifed lo respond ic a colieciioft 0? intwrnaiien un!e»> d diiiplsy a *jet»<J OmB control numfeiir 


POWER OF ATTORNEY OR 
AUTHORIZATION OF AGENT 

Application Number 

09/987,976 ^ 


November 6, 2001 

fif^l N«m#d Inventor 

J- Donald Hill cl rL 

rule 

Automatic Suture Fixation... 

Group Aft UnU 

3738 

Examintr Name 

To be a5sin|!;ed 

Aftorn«y Docket Number 

01S880.0J20 J 


\ hereby appoint: 

0 Practitioners at Customer Number 
OR 


iniaiiiiiiaiiiiiiiitiiiH 

24735 


Name 

Reqrstration Number 










as my/our atiorr^ey(s) or agents) to prosecute the application identified above, and to transact all 
business in the Umted States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 


Please change the correspondence address for the above^ldentified application lo: 

0 The above-mentioned Customer Number 
OR 

1 i Practitioners at Customer Number 


OR 


Number B^r Code 
Ldbef here 


□ 


)-\rm or 

individual Name 


Address 


Address 


CiTy 


Couniry 


Telephone 


Fax 


1 anr» the- 

AppIicanVlnventor. 

[ { Assignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71 , 
5t3tementundsr 37 CFR 3J2(b) is encios&d. (Form PTOlSBfOe), 



Dat€ 

NOTE: Signaiures oTall the itf^xofs or assises of record of the entire inrefftst or Mr represeA*atlva(s) are required. Submit muiiiple 
forms if rnor» ihan ona sigr^ariffe iy requy^, see bdow'. 


B Total of. 


forms are su&milted. 


Bufaefi Hour Sut^meni: This locm .f <5l,maiee5 ic uike 3 minutes (o comolele TIma wi]i vary aeteridn^ i^r> m ftee<JJ of (ht *ft<3lvi<juii( rose A/\^ con^mems en 

20231 DONOTSENOF£E?OftCOMPuETeQ FOftMS TO THIS AOD^CSS. St[^0 70, Asm«:»n» Commissioner for Patent.. VVMni^sown^ 


JPN-26-2002 16 M5 


415 728 2545 


P.Q4 
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DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USfNG AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 


A3 Ihe below named invenlor{s}. l/w€ declare thai. 

This declarailoft is directed to: 

Q The BUached applicaUon. or 

0 Application No. 09/9S7,976 , nJed on.Nqyjfjnhorj^^jJ^^^^ 

□ as amended on , {\\ apptfcawe); 

t/we believe that !/we am/are ihe original and Ursi fnven!or(s) of iho subiect m^Uer which is clatmed snd for 
v/hfch a patent is sought: 

1/ W6 have reviewed ^n6 understand me consents of the sboyc-identifiGd applicaiion, including the claims, as 
ainended by any amendment spficificaily t^^^tttd lo «ibove. 

!/ws acknowledge the duty to disclose to the Unlicd Slates Paieni and Tfademark Office oii infoffnation known 
10 m«?AiS to m mmtlz'i lo pstentabitily defined in 37 CFR 1 56, including matenal mformalion which 
b^cfifnf .^v/aiiabfe t^etween th<? filmfi dote of the prior application and the National or PCT internalion^l filing 
dale of l^e conUnualion-in-psft application, ir apphcabie; and 

All smtsfmcnts nrtfldfe he^o-n of my/own knowledge are true. aH staJemenls made herein on information and 
t)e!i€)f are befteved lo be irut. and funher thai these slntements were made with the knowledge that willfui 
lalse sialements and the like arp punishable by fine or impnsonmenl. or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and may 
jeopardize the voJidHy of the appIiCHlion or any psient i*;suing thereon 


FULL NAME OF INVENTOR(S) 
J, Donald Hill 


inventor une; 


Citizen or United States 



Signature; 


Citizen of, XJnWtd Staies 


inventor fouf Csimcron Dutc Hinman 


Signature. 


Citizen of: 


l)uit«d States 


□ Addihfyy^l tAu6^tor^ arc bting namod ... , fltkJil>or3t fo^mCs) suachgtf hereto 

Suf<Jt>n Houf Si^itrr.tHE TM-, ^uJJrmr.n 0/ ^n/&^mA»tofl )^ rrm>"#<) &v 35 U S C US ,inc 27 CFi^ 1 S: The .nt,y,nfitKV. is ur.ftf t>y tne ruont »e M^ (jnij ih. PTO 
Cl^Of^fl^nO uc*" "^t ntMt fl l»i« f.pji^ Ary uftrnm/inl*. .^n t^e ^rr^oi^n nme y.,u ^u- .LMj.ii/fld (n tofl^tUto farm ^hcotf te s«n^ to (fte Cftlrll 

' ' ■"■* - '^HfCnt T*,if5#-n5fit Office. VVi ,jlu/f. DC 503 J l On not SCnSD CC£^ OR OOMriETtO *:0«*M!i TO Tm-A ADOt»l«%K ^PfJf' 

fr;r TjirfiN V/aidin^J'un DC 20531 
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U S P,Mcrtt .ind Tf*dcm;itk Of<<ci U S OEPAftTMSNT OF COWMCUrtE 

Urt<Jf f tnt: P^p^rwcflt Rrdxctton Acl gf IOCS, nw f-ttttift* fcft: .-ti^uHe-J \0 ft%^fti l-ft J gft?i<&iiOn u) intocmBtron urkt,i fi rtispipy 3 v*ii<J 0M£ co?lIfOi rtumbrr 


POWER OF ATTORNEY OR 
AUTHORIZATION OF AGENT 


Filing Djt!^ 


Flrs^ Njimtci Invtnlof 


Group Art Unit 


Attorney Docket Number 


November 6, 2001 


J, Donald Hill et aL 


AutcmaUc Suture Fixation. 


3738 


To be assinged 


018880.0120 


I hereby appoint. 

0 PractiUoners ai Customer Number 
OR 


iiiiiiiiiiniiijiiiiiiiiiii 

24735 


Name 

Reqisiratlon Number 










as my/our attomey(s) or agcnt(s) to prosecute IMe fipplicaiion identified above, and lo transact af! 
business tn Ihe United Slates Patent and Tfad«mark Office connected therewiih 


Please change mc correspondence address for (he abovc-identifieC Rpplicalion \o\ 
fy] The ^iDove-mentioned Customer Number 
OR 

Prtfctiiionara at Customer Number 


OR 


Number BBf Codw 
Lcbpt hem 


j j Firm or 


individuai Name 


Address 


Address 


City 


Zip 


Country 


Teift phone 


i am the: 
(3 Appticsnl/inventcr. 

I j Assignee of reco^'d of the entire inir«5l S«6 37 CFR 3J1 

Smtmm md^r 37 CFR 3J3(b} is encioscd. (form PTQISBI9S). 


SIGNATURE of Appikant of Assignee of Record 



'MOT£ Si3'*»tvJrer. oi fill (he invenm o/ a££ignees of record of the entae mtfercsi or theit repfesentattve{£) are (equ^ed. Submit multiple 
hrrot if morg llian one jipngtyfe g r<:-qvijed, »ec boiow* 


4 


DO NOT SlNI* pees OfJ COMPlgTer fON*Mb to Twi^ AOOKfe^S si-no to ^^i^'sunf Commuip>ipr for Pjtertti. Wavlingwn OC 7Ci2i^ 
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DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET {37 CFR 1.76} 


As the betcw named inventor(s), !/we declare thai: 

This dedsrstion is directed to: 

[1 The attache^I appncation, or 
B Application No. _ 

□ as amended on „ 


. nied on November 6, 2_001 

^ (!r applicable); 


{/we believe tinat 1/we am/are the original and first ;nventor{s) of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
whfch 3 patent is sought; 

i/ \Ne have reviev^od and underslancf the contents of the above-identified application, including the daims, 3S 
amended any amendment specifically referred lo above: 

UwG aoknovTiGdge the duty to disclose to the Uniled States Patent and Trsdemark Office all information known 
to me/us to be materlsl to patentabiiily as defined in 37 CFR 1.56, including malerial information which 
became avallabie between the iHing dale of the prior application and the National or PCT [nternational filing 
date of the conilnualion-in-part application, ifappficgble; and 

All 5EatGrnent$ made herein of my/own Knowledge 3re trus» al! statennents made herein on information and 
belief are believed to be true, and further that these statements were made with the Knowledge that willful 
raise statements 3nd the like are punishable by fine or imprrsonnnent. or both, under ia U.S.C. 1001. and may 
jeopardize the valiaity of the appfication or any p^i^nt issuing thereon. 


FULL NAME OF [NVENTOR(S) 
i. Boaufd Hill 


Inventor one: 
Signature: 


Cit^renof: Uni ted State s 


InvGRbr two: 


Sic nature; 


Geoff Br iggs 


Citizen of: 


United States 


Inventor three: 


Signature; 


Michael Sims 


Citizen of: 


United States 


Inventor four: 
Signature; 


C3meron D:ak Hinm:)i:i 


Citiren of: 


United States 


Q Additionai inventors arsbemg named on 


,addHiongt form(s) attached hereia 


D-ird«n Hour :5ul=:n==ni. Thii ecElt.l.o*i af ,nfornl,i(ton Is rcMUiW^ tV 2S U.S.C. 1 IS aivd 37 1 6%, Tnc .nform.'Jl.cn -5 ^JS€d i)y Xt^ puStvc '0 ite (afttf CTis PTO 

pn>c«Si an spp'^vflTtcn. Conr^di^mUi^ ft governed by 3S U £ C 17? ond 3? Of R 1 . \A, Jn-s form is eslinai^S ic :aS:e 1 mHute to campfek Th.s tim^ 
dcjncnding I'pon needs nt i?!<: l-^iiv^du^J «sc Any comments oo ine imctjrvi fit ^imc you ?rc r wr«d ro c^^ncJete m^-^ foffn snouid fce sci^ to inn Ch,t^ 
infL.«^snoVc'U"«r. U S I'^tcnt an5 Tracomar^ Off^cr, W=.',huno!on. DC ^023?. 00 t^07 5END ceES OF^ COMPLETEB CORUS TO TKiS ADOf^SSS. S£ND 
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inside b6>c 


PTO^Caaf tQ2-Dt) 
U,S aflCJTraderrafkOKfCci U.S. DEP.5J^TMEK7 OF COMME^CS 



Application Number 




Filing Date 

November 6, 2001 

POWER OF ATTORNEY OR 

Hrst Named Invcntof 

J- Donald Hill ct al 


AutomAtic Saftjrc FaaTion.» 

AUTHORIZATION OF AGENT 

Group Art Umt 

3738 


&«mjnEr Name 

To be assinged 


Attorney D<x:k9t Kumber 


J 


: hereby appoinl: 


PraciUioners Customer Number 
OR 


iiiiiiiiinHiiD 

24735 


Name 

ReqistraHon Number 










as my/our a11ornisy{s) or agenUs) Ic prosecute the appljcaiion identified above, snd lo iransacl all 
business i'n the United States Patent and Jrz<i<BmarX Office connected therewith. 


Pie^sa change the CDrrespcndence address Tor the above-identincd appllcatron to: 
[7 ] The above -mentioned Cuslomer ^\iufriber. 

L^] Practttlgnsrs at Customer Number 
OR 


L^bei here 


□ 


Firm or 

indViduai Name 


Addn&ss 


Address 


City 


ZiD 


Country 


Tebphone 


Fax 


Appiicant/fnyentor, 

(~| Assignee of record of the ontir© interest See 37 CFR 3.71. 

SiBiemeni undor 37 CFi^ 3.73(bJ /s enclosed, (Form PTOlSBf^B). 


SrGNATl^Rfc of Afipticant yr Assignoa t>f R^ccrg 


Hame 


Cameron DaleHintnan 


Dare 


NOTE:; Sigrtattires of all the ^nrventofs or asstgneas of record ths enlirfi ir^lef^st or therr repra£enUH}vc(c) are lequiffid Submit mulitpfe 
forffls- if more tfi3n ong s<gn=>ture ts. reQulred. see t!elQ\v*, 


3 Total . 


smuiwl. of IfTne yau are required csfrpiete Ihis form should Se sofii lo mc Chief bJarmAlHSfl GHiCCr, U S. Pe»«nt ancf Tradcrn.vk Cfffcfr, Wa'WngfSft, DC 
riO NOT SEND FEES Ofi COMm.£TiEC» FORMS TO TW3S ADD^^^esS SEND 70' ASfijSUnf ComrniSSfOnar ?ap pjients, W^SHlnglon, OC 20231. 
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4082434554 


TOTt=]L PAGE. 083 
57^-^ P. 03 


